discourages her by his cool realism,, and vivid picturing of the
consequences that will overtake a poor servant when she angers
her masters. When in disgust at his lack of spirit, Louka remarks,
" You have the soul of a servant," Nicola propounds the philo-
sophical truth:
Nicola.
Yes: that's the secret of success in service.1
But Louka's spirit is also rewarded by her marriage with Sergius.
The marriage is a reward of her intelligent handling of Sergius,
the fool, or in other words the romantic hero.
Higgins's rationalization of his instinctive aversion to marriage
consists in this, that it may make him jealous in addition to making
his wife jealous of him. But Higgins is not a Positive Character
in the matter of establishing harmonious relations with other
people, as Alfred Bridgenorth and King Magnus are. The Bishop
loves his wife more than his salvation; King Magnus knows
how to live and let his wife live. Charteris, like Higgins, does
not want matrimony, because he wants to be self-sufficient in the
matter of his happiness. In Andrew Morell, we have a Shavian
Negative Character, whose happiness does not depend on himself
but on his wife. The play, Candida may be considered as the
disillusionment of Andrew Morell regarding himself.
The outer-action of Candida is a story of triangular love steeped
in sentiment, That is, perhaps, what explains the great popularity
of the play. The plot of the play is as follows: the even tenor
of the domestic life of the Moreils is complicated by the induction
into the household by the husband of an Earl's nephew, who is
a young poet. After a few months a crisis develops consequent
on the poet falling in love with the wife. The play is the dramati-
zation of the crisis thus evolved. The inner action of the play
is the exposure of the family life of the Moreils as it is focussed
in the husband and wife relationship. The force behind the exposure
is partly the undeluded vision of the poet, and partly the protective
clear-sightedness of Morell's wife, Candida,
1.   Amis and the Man, p, 10L 2.e,
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